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Alliance of Civil Society Organisations Rejects Normalisation of the Taliban and Calls
for a Principled European Policy on Afghanistan (ENGLISCH)

[Vienna, Austria — 11.08.2026] — On the fifth year of the Taliban’s violent takeover of
Afghanistan, civil society organisations in Austria, including the Afghan diaspora, together
with Afghanistan’s Ambassador Manizha Bakhtari and Austrian senior diplomat Dr. Wolfgang
Petritsch, called on Austria and the European Union to pursue a principled, coherent and
long-term policy towards Afghanistan.

Speakers warned that the expansion of so-called “technical cooperation” with the Taliban
risks political legitimisation and de facto recognition of the group. Austria and the EU must
increase political pressure on the regime and stand with the people of

Afghanistan in the face of intensified systematic rights violations, particularly those of women
and girls, rather than rewarding repression with political and diplomatic concessions.

Security risks and regional destabilisation

The Alliance expressed deep concern over Afghanistan’s deteriorating security situation, the
continued presence of terrorist and extremist networks under Taliban rule and increasing
cross-border tensions. The ideological export of violence and fundamentalism poses serious
risks to regional stability and, ultimately, to European security, undermining its strategic
interests. The Alliance, therefore, called for increased political pressure, increased support
for international accountability mechanisms and targeted sanctions against Taliban officials,
including for the provision of sanctuary to terrorist organisations.

Engagement without normalisation

The Alliance welcomed EU humanitarian assistance while stressing that humanitarian
engagement must not evolve into political normalisation, legitimisation or recognition of
Taliban rule. The EU and Austria shall leverage their diplomatic and other capacities to
support an inclusive, internationally backed political process with meaningful participation of
Afghan women, civil society, democratic and opposition forces, diverse communities,
diaspora and the younger generation—a call fully-aligned with the aspirations of the people of
Afghanistan and the international community as reflected in the UNSC resolutions. Any
political and diplomatic engagement should remain conditional on verifiable and substantial
improvements in respecting human rights and genuine participation of the Taliban in a
political process aimed at finding a durable and peaceful resolution of Afghanistan’s multiple
crises.

Institutionalised gender apartheid

The Alliance stressed that the systematic exclusion of women and girls has developed into a
system of gender apartheid. The continued ban on girls’ and women'’s right to education and
work as well as other severe violations of their rights limiting access to social and health
services, not only violates their fundamental rights but also deprives Afghanistan of an entire
generation of educated women and professionals across society, with the healthcare system
being one particularly critical example, as no new generation of female healthcare workers
can be adequately trained. Recent legal and judicial changes further undermine women’s
legal protection and autonomy, including their ability to challenge forced and child marriages.
These policies have profound consequences for women’s physical and mental health,
contributing to increased health risks and maternal mortality. Recent findings indicate that
82% of women report poor or deteriorating mental well-being. This is not a “temporary” policy



choice, but the systematic institutionalisation of gender apartheid with severe and irreversible
intergenerational harms.

Voices of the people of Afghanistan and refugee protection

The Alliance rejected the notion that the Taliban can be treated as the sole representative of
Afghanistan or its people. It called on Austria and the EU to strengthen direct engagement
with Afghan civil society, human rights and women’s organisations, democratic political
forces and resistance groups working towards an inclusive future.

The Alliance also expressed serious concern over increasingly restrictive refugee policies
affecting Afghans in Austria and across Europe. Any returns must comply with international
law and the principle of non-refoulement. The Alliance called for expanded humanitarian and
protection pathways, the resumption of Austria’s humanitarian resettlement programme, and
an end to the suspension of family reunification, particularly where Afghan women and
families are disproportionately affected. European governments should also reject the
Taliban’s demand for transferring consular affairs to its representatives, as it will undermine
the security of the people from Afghanistan by granting Taliban access to their personal data.
It also risks extension of Taliban’s oppression within Europe.

The Alliance reaffirmed its solidarity with the people of Afghanistan and called on Austria and
the EU to pursue a policy guided by international law, human dignity, security and the
legitimate aspirations of the people of Afghanistan.

Afghanistan’s future cannot be secured through the normalisation of Taliban rule. It
requires a credible, inclusive and internationally supported political process led by the
people of Afghanistan themselves. Austria, as a traditional venue for international
dialogue, an elected member of the United Nations Security Council and a member of
the European Union, is uniquely positioned to help facilitate such a process.

The Coalition of Civil Society Organisations,
Organising Associations:

Solidaritatsgruppe Afghanistan

Oxus (Medien Integration Kultur)
Jugendkulturverein Azadegan Afghanistan Osterreich
Association Youth Afghanistan Leader in Europe
Asylkoordination

Fremde werden Freunde

SOS Balkanroute

Katib Kultur- und Sportverein

Verein Neuer Start

Ehe Ohne Grenzen

BlUndnis Frau Leben Freiheit

Supporting Organisations:

VIDC - Vienna Institute for International Dialogue and Cooperation
oiip - Osterreichisches Institut fiir Internationale Politik

For further information or inquiries, please contact Mr. Mansoor Ayobi
at afghanistan_soli@gmx.at.
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